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                 Telephone: 01235 762374   
Mobile:  07554427063 

  Year C 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 21st August 2022 

   Mass Times 20th  - 27th August  
 

Sat 20th 10am   

Sat 20th 6pm   

Sun 21st 9am  Eileen Vann R.I.P. (F) 
Sun 21st 11am  Pro Populo 

Mon 22nd No Mass 

Tues 23rd  10am  Miss Caspers R.I.P. (F) 

Wed 24th  10am  Petre Valceanu R.I.P. 

Wed 24th Noon  Christopher Farrelly R.I.P. (F) 

Thu 25th 10am   

Fri 26th 10am   

Sat 27th 10am  Christine Aldiss R.I.P. 

Sat 27th 6pm  Jack, Josie & Michael  Kneafsey R.I.P. 

In your prayers, please remember all who have died recently  
especially  Bridget May Knight and those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time - Kathleen Perry, Jim Bryan, Edward 
Bateman, Jennifer Randall (nee Murphy), Robert Carter, Fr. Leo 
Targett, May Williams, Helen Plaistow, Rosina Shields, Ellen 

Newton and Maureen Bailey. Also pray for all who are sick, in hospital or  
housebound especially  John Gemmell, Pete Gray, Margaret Joyce,  Peter 
Shaw,  Wendy  Purslow, Sue Maher, Tom Carney, Gloria Allen and all 
those  suffering at this time. Please contact the office if you would like 
someone to be added to our sick list . 

Find us at  www.wantagecatholicparish.org  and sacredheartlambourn.org 

                      The Narrow Door 

Surely the days of teaching about hell fire and damnation 
are gone. Surely our ever loving and forgiving God wouldn’t 
exclude anyone from Heaven. Well according to today’s  
gospel reading we can’t bet on it! We might imagine 
Heaven’s gates as big and welcoming, but today we hear 
that it may instead be a narrow door through which it might 

be difficult for us to gain entry... and worse, there’s a time limit on how long it 
might remain open. 
Today’s theme is a continuation of last week’s. Today we are warned against 
complacency. Having the right books is no guarantee of passing the exam. 
Being baptised a Christian is no guarantee of a place in Heaven. Life is a 
testing ground in which we should be continually striving, continually  
bettering ourselves, continually increasing our understanding and forever 
moving forwards spiritually. We might think that because we attend Mass on 
Sunday and dip our hands in our pockets for the odd collection that we are 
doing all that is required. Are we going to be unpleasantly surprised to find 
ourselves at the back of Heaven’s queue when we fondly imagined we might 
be somewhere near the front? 
For all of us who think we’ve got it right …. think again! Have we really 
planned for eternity, or have we only planned as far as our next mortgage 
repayment? Have we really determined the priorities in our lives, or have we 
allowed life to shape us into something we never intended? Do we imagine 
we are good people simply because we have never done anything bad? 
God is ever loving and forgiving, but we could exclude ourselves from Heaven 
simply by not striving to get there. Radical measures are needed today. What 
measures do we each need to adopt to earn our place at the narrow door? 

                                          Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church your weekly/ monthly 
offering can be made online using this  name  and  account number :   
PRCDTR Wantage St John Vianney  
Sort Code: 30-93-04    Account Number:  01720016  
Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the  
Presbytery letterbox.  Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn.  

11am Mass on Sundays and 12 noon Mass on Wednesdays are at Sacred 
Heart Lambourn and are not available on Zoom.  

 Holy Hour  of Prayer  
and  

Eucharistic Adoration  
at St. John Vianney 

Wednesday Evenings 7– 8pm  

 
 

Confessions:  
Saturday 10:30—11am   
or by appointment 



                                            
Important Contacts. 

Hospital / Home visits.  Sick Communion,  
If you are sick or going into hospital and would like a visit or Holy  
Communion, call the office on 01235 762374   
Parish Safeguarding Rep  Barbara Jarrett is our contact for all 
adult and child safeguarding issues. Please contact Barbara 
through the parish office. 
Baptisms and other Sacraments—Firstly, speak to Fr.David  
after Mass on any Sunday    
email  wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Other Priests in the area :  
Mgr Andrew Burnham East Hendred Tel:   01235 835038                                           
Fr Zbigniew at Wash Common Tel: 01635 40332  
 

St. Amand’s School 01235 833342 .  website: www.st-
amands.oxon.sch.uk or email office.3855@st-amands.oxon.sch.uk 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP) - If you know of anyone in need or 
anyone who would like a visit from members of the society, please email the 
parish office or phone 07842271596  

Pope Francis' Prayer Intention for August 2022  -  For small businesses 
We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of economic 
and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their  
communities. 

SVP  and Little People  - we are collecting good condition children’s clothes, 
boys and girls, all ages. Donations can be left in the porch clearly marked 
“SVP” or “Little People”. Your ongoing support is greatly appreciated. 

Refreshments after 9am Mass on Sundays   -  everyone is welcome to join us 
for tea/coffee in the hall. 

Mission Plan for the Diocese  - The draft document called “You Will Be My  
Witnesses”, which Bishop Philip has produced after lengthy consultation with 
both clergy and laity, is available to read on the diocesan website  - link  
below. The PPC will be discussing this important document which speaks to 
our parish and wider area. It is vital that we all have the opportunity to be 
part of the discussion and to provide feedback. If you have any thoughts or 
concerns at all, please jot them down and either email or hand them in to 
the office so that they can be discussed at the next PPC meeting in  
September.  The Draft Plan can be found here:  
 https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/our-mission/planning/ten-year-
plan/     Please click on the Draft Strategy Document link at the bottom of 
the webpage.  

If you would like to support the parish by joining the 200 club, please  
contact the parish office. Membership is £26 per year. 

Saint Monica  Feast Day  27th August 
St. Monica was born into a Christian family but her parents gave 
her in marriage to a pagan, Patricius, who lived in her hometown 
of Tagaste in North Africa. Patricius had some redeeming  
features, but he had a violent temper. Monica also had to bear 
with a cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her home. 
Patricius criticized his wife because of her charity and piety, but always  
respected her. Monica’s prayers and example finally won her husband,  
mother-in-law and her son Augustine, to Christianity. Patricius died in 371, 
one year after his baptism. Augustine became a great Doctor of the Church 
and said that it was his mother's resilience and dedication to prayer that led 
him to become the man of God he was meant to be.  
St. Monica is the patron saint of Mothers and of the victims of domestic 
abuse. 

Ukrainian Day of Independence  - 24th August  
Ukraine was once considered to be part of Russia. After the fall of 
the Soviet Union towards the end of the Cold War, Ukraine had 

the chance to become Independent and on August 24, 1991, Ukraine gained 
its full independence. Normally a day of celebration, this year will be hard for 
Ukrainians. On this day we are asked to pray for the wellbeing of our  
Ukrainian refugees and for the safety of those in Ukraine. 

St Bernadette Relic Tour - 8th and 9th 
September The relics are to tour Britain 
from 3rd to 30th September and will be 
in Portsmouth, in the Cathedral, on 8th 

September from 9.30am until 10am on the 9th September 2022. For more 
information, see posters on the notice board and on our website.  
To register your attendance please click on the link:  
https:// stbernadette.org.uk/registration/ and scroll through the Registration 
Calendar to find the Diocese of Portsmouth. 
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