
In your prayers, please remember all who have died recently especially  
Margaret McKenna, Roger Morgan, Meriel Afia, Jinnie Brown, and those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time -  Paul Ghersi, Judith Kershaw, 

Joyce Clarke, Tim Fitzgerald, Maria McNiven, Noel Monahan, Basil England, Brynley 
Morris, Mark Barrett, Igor Chadzyski, Rose Hill, Maurice Rawlings, Therese Neale, 
 Peter Badger, Emmie Cooke, Maisie Lovell, Patrick Kavanagh  Also pray for all who 
are sick, in hospital or housebound especially June Toley, Richard and Pat Taylor, 
Monique Regan, Cathy Longworth, Nancy Walsh, Mary and Desmond McNichol,  
Richard Heron, Jessica Buist, Ann Cole, Maureen Hendricks, Margaret Joyce, Sue   
Maher, Gloria Allen, Pam Morgan and all those suffering at this time. Please contact 
the office if you would like someone to be  added to our sick list . 

                                          Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church your weekly/ monthly offering 
can be made online using this  name  and  account number :   
CDP Wantage St John Vianney  
Sort Code: 30-93-04    Account Number:  01720016  
Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the  
Presbytery letterbox.  Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn.  

St John Vianney Wantage 

Sacred Heart Lambourn 
          Parish Priest: Fr. David O’Sullivan 

                 Telephone: 01235 762374    
Mobile:  07554427063 

             Office e-mail: wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
       Fr David’s e-mail: dosullivan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Find us at www.wantagecatholicparish.org 

  Year A 1st Sunday in Advent 30th November 2025 

Mass Times 29th November  - 6th December 2025 
 

Sat 29th 10am  Dec’d Members of Hill and Williams Families R.I.P. 

Sat 29th 6pm Pro Populo 

Sun 30th 9am  Bridget and Joe Boyce  R.I.P.  

Sun 30th 11am Michael Tynan R.I.P. (Lambourn) 

Mon 1st December 10am  

Tues 2nd 10am  Mary and Tom O’Connor R.I.P. 

Weds 3rd 10am Dec’d Members of McAvoy and Fitzgerald Families R.I.P. 

Weds 3rd 12 Noon (Lambourn) 

Weds 3rd 7pm  Holy Hour Adoration and Benediction 

Thurs 4th 10am  Eileen and Hans Koch R.I.P. 

Fri 5th 10am Living & Dec’d Members of Koch and O’Connor Families R.I.P. 

Sat 6th 10am  

Sat 6th 6pm Ve and Gordon Talbot R.I.P. 

         

          In the Days of Noah 
 

Does Christmas seem to come round faster every year? 
Do you ever feel that the sand of time is running fast 
though your fingers and that life is passing you by? 
The hardest thing about living our lives is finding time 
to live our lives! Our days are ruled by the clock. Few  
of us can wake up and choose what to do. Our time is 

dictated by routine and before we know it life has passed us by before we’ve had 
time to live it. The biggest theme of Advent is ‘change’ but in the busy run up to 
Christmas, changing the way we live our lives is probably the last thing on our 
minds. We are much more likely to be comparing prices of the latest iphone! 
Today we are given the biggest life changing piece of advice that we could ever 
have. Preparation! Preparation is essential whether we are setting out to buy a 
new washing machine or setting out to change the world. Without preparation  
we will end up wasting years of our time and missing all those heaven sent  
opportunities. We might not think that we have the time to live our lives any 
differently from the way we do now, but with the right kind of planning we can 
transform who we are and what we do and still manage to fit in the day job. 
We hear a lot in the news of disasters around the world. Men women and  
children across the globe have lost their lives unexpectedly and prematurely. 
Death comes like a thief in the night just as it did in the days of Noah, and just as 
in the days of Noah, we must keep focussed and live in perpetual readiness. Jesus 
doesn’t tell us this to frighten us but to encourage us to take responsibility for the 
here and now. 

Confessions: Saturdays 10:30—11am or by appointment. 



Holy Hour of Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration  

St. John Vianney  
Wednesday Evening  7– 8pm  

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP)  - If you know of anyone who 
needs  support, if you have friends or relatives who would like a visit, 
you can make contact through the parish office .   
Donations to SVP can be made to this account:  Sort Code 60-60-04  
ac no. 48001074  or on the card machine. Thank you for your support. 

                                            

Important Contacts. 
Hospital / Home visits.  Sick Communion,  
If you are sick or going into hospital and would like a visit or Holy  
Communion, call the office on 01235 762374   
Parish Safeguarding ministry:  Barbara Jarrett 07427181090 
Ann Strickland is the contact for Lambourn 
anne.strickland@mail.com 
Baptisms and other Sacraments—Firstly, speak to Fr. David after 
Mass on any Sunday   email  wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Other Priests in the area :  
Fr. Matthew Topham. East Hendred. Tel:   01235 835038                                          
Fr. Dominic Adeiza. Didcot. Tel: 01235 812338  
 

St. Amand’s School 01235 833342 .  website: www.st-
amands.oxon.sch.uk or email office.3855@st-amands.oxon.sch.uk 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11am to 1:30pm, Thursday and Friday 11am to 2:30pm. 
Please email any items for the newsletter to the office by 1:30 pm on Thursday. 

 

Join us for refreshments in the hall after 9am Mass on Sundays. 

Pope Leo’s Prayer intention for December  - For Christians in areas of conflict 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 
East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope. 

Scripture Study   
An in-depth look at the weekend’s Readings 

Tuesdays 7-7:30pm. 
On Zoom using same link as for Mass. 

Dates for your Diary  
Phoenix Brass Band Christmas Concert. Sunday 7th December 2:30pm in Walwyn 
Hall. Drink and refreshments available.  Tickets from Anne 0788 0742781 or Goodies  
café. 
 

Carol Service at St. John Vianney    - Sunday 14th December at 5pm 

Charity Christmas Cards  - The donation made to charities varies depending on 
where you buy. As a general rule charities receive more if you buy directly from the 
charity, either from the charity shop, from church, or from the charity website—and 
remember, keep Christ in Christmas by sending religious themed cards. 

Flowers in Church  - We are looking for volunteers to join the Flower 
Arranging Rota. No experience needed. We welcome beginners and 
seasoned arrangers alike. Training and guidance will be provided. If you 
can help, just talk to Anne Hodgson or email the parish office. 

Children’s Christmas Party  - volunteers needed to help organise a party for the 
children which is usually held on a Saturday afternoon just before Christmas. Please 
could you speak to Fr. David or email the parish office if you have any ideas and 
would like to help. 

Advent is a time for spiritual as well as practical preparation. To help us,  
there will be a joint pastoral area Advent Service of Reconciliation at 7pm at English 
Martyrs, Didcot on Thursday 18th December at 7pm, with an opportunity for 
individual Confessions. 

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth registered charity number 1199568  

As part of the Ten Year Plan, our working group are looking to offer training for 
catechists. No commitment required at this time but if you are interested to find out 
more, just add your name to the sign up sheet on the notice board. 

St. Nicholas Feast Day 6th December. The true story of Santa 
Claus begins with St. Nicholas, who was born during the third 
century in the village of Patara. Taking to heart Jesus' words to 
"sell what you own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas 
used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the 
suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made 
Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became 
known throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, 
his love for children, and his concern for sailors and ships. 

Looking for some Advent reading?  Christ The Life of The Soul by Blessed          
Columba Marmion. Compiled from a series of retreat notes, Blessed Marmion 
shows us the path to freedom from self-bondage, and the enlargement of our 
souls.  “Read this—it is the pure doctrine of the Church … and singularly conducive 
to excite and maintain the flame of Divine love in the soul.”  Pope Benedict XV  

SVP Christmas Care-Home Collection. This year we are collecting toiletries for  
St. Katherine’s House where they have 47 residents. Any donations will be gratefully 
received. Please see the box in the porch for examples of suitable products. 
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