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  Year A  Baptism of The Lord 8th January 2023 

 Mass Times 7th  - 14th January 
 

Sat 7th 10am   
Sat 7th 6pm Christopher and Debbie Cole & Family Ints. 

Sun 8th 9am Baptism of the Lord. 

Sun 8th 11am 

Mon 9th No Mass  

Tues 10th 10am 

Weds 11th 10am Ruby and Mervyn R.I.P. 

Weds 11th 12 Noon  

Thurs 12th 10am Dorothy Smith R.I.P. 

Fri 13th 10am  

Sat 14th 10am  

Sat 14th 6pm Beth Monaghan R.I.P. 

In your prayers, please remember all who have died recently especially 
Theresa Mary Morgan, Maria McLoughlin, Fr. Robin Sanders, and those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time - Peter Boxall, Noel  
Monahan, Denis Buckley, Mary Derbyshire, Beth Monaghan, Michael 
O’Connor, Jeanne Taylor, Edward Purcell, Colin Kirkham, Marie Pert, 

Vera Picken, Philip Kent, John McCaffrey. Also pray for all who are sick, in hospital 
or housebound especially  Kathy Child, Dot Armstrong, Margaret Wilson, Pete Gray, 
Margaret Joyce,  Peter Shaw, Wendy Purslow, Sue Maher, Tom Carney, Gloria  
Allen, Pam Morgan and all those suffering at this time. Please contact the office if 
you would like someone to be added to our sick list . 

                                          Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church your weekly/ monthly 
offering can be made online using this  name  and  account number :   
CDP Wantage St John Vianney  
Sort Code: 30-93-04    Account Number:  01720016  
Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the  
Presbytery letterbox.  Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn.  

All Masses at St. John Vianney are on Zoom. Masses at Sacred Heart Lambourn are 
not available on Zoom.  

CONFESSIONS:   
 

SATURDAYS  
10:30 to 11am  

or by appointment 

                            All God's Children 

Has anyone ever told you that they're proud of you? It's a good  
feeling …. it's a feeling that empowers …..a feeling that makes you 
believe you can do anything. Imagine for a moment that day on the 
River Jordan at Jesus' baptism. Consider how Jesus must have felt 
when the heavens opened and the Spirit of God spoke the words 
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."  Remember 
that this significant event took place at the beginning of Jesus'  

ministry before he had gone out into the world to teach or to heal. Before Jesus 
had done anything at all, God was already well pleased with him. With this kind of 
support and this kind of love, Jesus was empowered to do anything. 
As baptism identified Jesus, so too are we identified in our baptism as children of 
God. So what significance does baptism have in our lives? Do we feel proud at 
God's affirmation? Do we feel empowered to carry out God's plan? In truth most 
of us would be confounded if we had to provide an answer to these questions.  
To most of us, our baptism is an old photo in a forgotten album of childhood 
memories, or a neglected christening mug collecting dust on a high up shelf. In 
our own baptism we do not have the obvious benefit of God speaking directly to 
us from the heavens. Nevertheless, we have made promises in baptism and  
confirmation, and like any other promise we have to work at keeping them.  
Baptism isn't a one off event. Baptism is a sacrament that we have to work at  
daily ….  setting aside time to think about what we are meant to be doing and 
having the faith that God is supporting us in our efforts. 
Jesus said of his baptism. "Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all  
righteousness." Jesus didn't explain what he meant by this, but in biblical context, 
the word 'righteousness' is often used to express a good relationship with God. By 
this, we understand that our own baptism sends us off on the road to building a 
good relationship with God and with others, and by believing in God's backing, 
we are empowered to do more than we can imagine. 

Cold and flu   - If you 
feel unwell or are  
displaying symptoms 
please test for covid 
before coming to Mass 
so that we can protect 
the vulnerable. Thank 
you. 



                                            
Important Contacts. 

Hospital / Home visits.  Sick Communion,  
If you are sick or going into hospital and would like a visit or Holy  
Communion, call the office on 01235 762374   
Parish Safeguarding Rep  Barbara Jarrett is our contact for all 
adult and child safeguarding issues. Please contact Barbara 
through the parish office. 
Baptisms and other Sacraments—Firstly, speak to Fr.David  
after Mass on any Sunday    
email  wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Other Priests in the area :  
Mgr Andrew Burnham East Hendred Tel:   01235 835038                                           
Fr Zbigniew at Wash Common Tel: 01635 40332  

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP) - If you know of anyone in need or 
anyone who would like a visit from members of the society, please email the 
parish office or phone 07842271596  Donations to SVP can be made to this 
account:  Sort Code 60-60-04   ac no. 48001074   

 Holy Hour  of Prayer  
and  

Eucharistic Adoration  
at St. John Vianney 
Wednesday Evenings  

7– 8pm  

 
 

Refreshments after 9am Mass will resume this Sunday   
Please join us in the hall—all are welcome. 

Home Visits  - If you are housebound, or you know any parishioners who are  
unable to get to Mass and would like Fr. David to visit, please call Fr. and leave a 
message on the office phone 01235 762374 or email 
wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Office Hours  -Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 11am to 1:30pm. please 
email any items for the newsletter to the office by 1:30 pm on Thursday. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January  - For educators. We pray that  
educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than competition 
and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.  

St. John Vianney  Food Bank   - Donations of  
non-perishable items can be left in the box marked  
“Food Bank” in the Church porch. 

Prayer Group - our next meeting will be on  
Monday 9th January at 2:30pm in  
St. John Vianney Church Hall. All are welcome. 

Little People  - Thank you to all those who gave so generously to our Christmas 
appeal. We are so grateful to have received money, vouchers, food and toys  
which meant that we were able to donate to over 20 families. Your kindness is 
very much appreciated by Little People and the families that we care for. 

Little People  - we are looking for a washing  
machine in good working order for one of our  
families. Please contact the parish office if you are 
able to help. 

Fr. Mike Schmitz  - following the very successful “Bible in a Year” series of  
podcasts, Ascension Press has released a new series “The Catechism in a Year”. 
Both series, and many other videos and podcasts are available at  - 
https://ascensionpress.com 

Thank you. 
Now that Christmas is being packed away for another year, I want to again thank 
all those who made the parish celebrations so wonderful this year. To those who 
helped clean and decorate the church, to the flower team, the altar servers and 
music team, a huge thank you. Without your help, time and energy, we would not 
have had the beautiful celebration of the Lord’s birth. 
On a personal note, thank you all for your very kind Christmas offerings, cards, and 
gifts. They are very much appreciated. Each year I am awed by your generosity. 
Mass will be offered for your intentions. 
As we pack away the tinsel and baubles let us remember the work of Christmas 
continues as we bring the message of the angels to all those we meet. 
Fr. David 

Epiphany Blessing  - Have you seen numbers and letters written in chalk above a 
front door? Traditionally on the feast of Epiphany, Catholics bless their homes by 
writing the letters C, M and B and the numbers of the year, for example 2023, at 
the top of their doors. The letters stand for the names of the three Magi: Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthasar. They also represent the Latin blessing Christus mansionem 
benedicat, which means “May Christ bless this house.” What a wonderful way to 
ask God’s blessing on your home as we begin the new year. So above your door 
should read: 20 C+M+B 23 

Pastoral Letter From Bishop Philip  - will be read at all Masses this weekend.  
You can read the letter on our website and copies are available at the back of 
Church. 


