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  Year A Holy family 28th December 2025 

In your prayers, please remember all who have died  

recently especially Aileen Dunne, Margaret McKenna, Roger 
Morgan, Meriel Afia, Jinnie Brown, and those whose anniver-
saries occur around this time - Paul Ghersi, Judith Kershaw, 
Joyce Clarke, Tim Fitzgerald, Maria McNiven, Noel Monahan, 

Basil England, Brynley Morris, Mark Barrett, Igor Chadzyski, Rose Hill,  
Maurice Rawlings, Therese Neale, Peter Badger, Emmie Cooke, Maisie  
Lovell, Patrick Kavanagh Also pray for all who are sick, in hospital or  
housebound especially June Toley, Richard and Pat Taylor, Monique  
Regan, Cathy Longworth, Nancy Walsh, Mary and Desmond McNichol, 
Richard Heron, Jessica Buist, Ann Cole, Maureen Hendricks, Margaret 
Joyce, Sue Maher, Gloria Allen, Pam Morgan and all those suffering at this 
time. Please contact the office if you would like someone to be added to 
our sick list .  

                                          Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church your weekly/ monthly 
offering can be made online using this  name  and  account number :   
CDP Wantage St John Vianney  
Sort Code: 30-93-04    Account Number:  01720016  
Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the  
Presbytery letterbox.  Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn.  
 

 

Confessions  St. John Vianney  
Saturdays 10:30  - 11am  or  by appointment 

                   Standing Up to Herod 
 

Along the mantelpiece, our Christmas cards depict 
angels and shepherds and the Baby Jesus surrounded 
by the love of his family. Today however, we are  
given a picture of the Holy Family fleeing to safety 
from a ruthless and murderous dictator. 
Herod, realising the wise men had tricked him, was  
infuriated and commanded that all the children in 

and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under should be killed. In a 
dream, an angel appears to Joseph, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there, for Herod is about to search for the child to  
destroy him.” It is difficult to imagine anyone as cruel or as wicked as Herod. It is 
hard to imagine anyone so insanely jealous that they could put innocent babies 
to death. In the context of the ‘Feast of the Holy Family’, we have to admire how 
promptly Joseph responded to the angel’s message and how well he protects his 
family from the formidable Herod. In the wider context, perhaps the main point 
of the story is that no amount of wickedness or evil could sabotage God’s plan. 
All over the globe, people suffer tragedy and loss and terrible injustice, yet still 
they somehow manage to retain their faith in God. This has to be testimony to 
the presence of God in our lives, and testimony to the spirit in each of us that 
abhors evil. 
A lot is spoken nowadays of family values, but sadly, those values can often be 
more about becoming successful and making lots of money than becoming good 
people.  
The Holy Family reminds us that real family values are about standing up to the 
‘Herods’ in our world and creating a culture of justice and love. Evil only exists if 
we allow it. 

First Saturday Devotions 3rd January  - will begin with the Holy Rosary at 
9:30am. For more information on the First Saturdays Devotion, visit 
https://www.ctsbooks.org/first-saturdays-devotion/?
srsltid=AfmBOorNeJ3AcwbryLbFU-0-



                                            

Important Contacts. 
Hospital / Home visits.  Sick Communion,  
If you are sick or going into hospital and would like a visit or Holy  
Communion, call the office on 01235 762374   
Parish Safeguarding Rep  Barbara Jarrett is our contact for all 
adult and child safeguarding issues. Please contact Barbara 
through the parish office. 
Baptisms and other Sacraments—Firstly, speak to Fr.David  
after Mass on any Sunday    
email  wantage@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Other Priests in the area :  
Fr. Matthew Topham. East Hendred. Tel:   01235 835038                                           
Fr. Domini Adeiza. Didcot. Tel: 01235 812338  

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP)  - If you know of anyone  
who needs support, if you have friends or relatives who would 
like  a visit, you can make contact through the parish office .   
Donations to SVP can be made to this account:   
Sort Code 60-60-04   ac no. 48001074    
Thank you for your support. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for December -  For Christians in areas of 
conflict. Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially 
in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.  

Office Hours  -The parish office will  be closed now until Friday 2nd January. 

 

Join us in the hall for refreshments  after 9am Mass  
 

There is a lovely old adage that says - Before Mass, talk 
to God and after Mass talk to your neighbour. While we all 
like to chat and catch up, before Mass is a time for God, a 
time to recollect ourselves and to prepare to celebrate  
devoutly. Quietness also helps others to prepare. So please 

be considerate and keep our conversations for after Mass.  

Mass Times 

 27th December  - 3rd January 2026 
Sat 27th 10am   

Sat 27th 6pm  In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered  

Sun 28th 9am  Pro Populo 

Sun 28th 11am  John Ffrench R.I.P. (Lambourn) 

Mon 29th 10am  NO MASS 

Tues 30th 10am NO MASS 

Weds 31st 10am Lilian Derby R.I.P. 

Weds 31st 12 Noon  (Lambourn) 

Thurs 1st January 10am Marie O’Sullivan R.I.P. 

Fri 2nd 10am  Marie Kenward R.I.P. 

Sat 3rd 10am  Peter Boxall R.I.P. 

Sat 3rd 6pm  Pro Populo 

Look after your neighbour  - As the temperatures plummet, give a second 
thought to an elderly neighbour. An offer to do some shopping may be greatly 
appreciated. Check that they have a safe hot water bottle (hot water bottles 
only last around 3 years before the rubber starts to perish and leak), or just a 
visit, as people can feel quite down once all the festivities are over. 

Most Holy Name of Jesus  -  Feast Day 3rd January 
This feast observes when the newborn baby received the Name Jesus as  
had been foretold by the angel. We read in the Bible how the Angel Gabriel 
revealed the name to Mary. “You shall call His name Jesus.” And to Joseph the 
angel not only revealed the name but explained it’s meaning “You shall call His 
name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.”  


